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History of òThanks!ó Finding Ways for  

òRosiesó to Know Allied Nations 
         

Since the beginning of our work, the Netherlands has 

done the most to help Rosies and their people to teach 

each other about the importance of òRosie workó in     

helping to liberate their country in the  

last year of the war.    

 

This document is meant as a thank you to the            

Netherlands and other nations and people who have 

helped us educate people about the work of Rosies in 

shortening and winning  World War II.  It focuses on the 

òThanks!ó Plain and Simpleõs second trip with American 

Rosies to the Netherlands, which was hosted both times 

by the National Liberation Museum. 

 

It does not include other work we have done with other 

people to gain genuine public interest in Rosies while they 

are still living, so that when the last Rosie is gone, 

the òRosie legacyó will be a recognized set of actions that 

respect people working together for a higher goal. 
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Part I. 

òThank Youó from óRosiesó to Hollandõs  

National Liberation Museum, 1944-45 

Dear Wiel, 

I have spent the last few days trying to find a way to say thank you for all the 

wonderful memories you and all the volunteers at the museum made possible. 

It was the chance of a lifetime for this Country girl, raised in the Country when 

times were really tough ïAdhmf l`cd sn eddk rodbh`k hr rnldsghmf Hôl mns trdc sn- 

Shld rnldshldr dq`rdr ldlnqhdr ats sgd fnnc nmdr qdl`hm `mc Hôl rtqd H vhkk

take the last few weeks to my grave. 

Please pass on my sincere thanks to all the volunteers who made this                

trip possible. 

Sincerely,    Anna Hess 

 

February 14, 2017 

Dear Friends of the National Liberation Museum 1944-45, 

Your event to host Rosies, Pat, Nick and me was so 

perfectly done that I can only say is, òThanks! Plain and simple.ó 

Most sincerely, 

                               Anne Montague 



Americans Hosted by the Museum in January, 2017 

June Bidwell inspected lenses for cameras used for aerial photography 

in Rochester, NY. She is most proud of having stressed education for  

herself and her four daughters, who are professional women. 

The Rosies : 

Anna Hess helped make tires for trucks in Akron, OH, while her 

mother riveted planes nearby. She is proud that she did hands-on 

work until she was in her mid-eighties. 

June Robbins drafted ship parts in Philadelphia, 

PA, while her mother riveted planes nearby. She 

is proud to be a  professional clown today. 

The two Rosiesõ daughters were: 

Patricia Maxwell, June Bidwellõs daughter. She was a great companion for 

June and the rest of us. She flew from Rochester, NY to Florida to 

accompany her mother to Dulles Airport, then to the Netherlands. 

 

Anne Montague, Jessie Jacobs-Frazierõs daughter,  who founded òThanks!ó 

Plain and Simple and worked eight years to develop the Rosie the Riveter 

Movement to guide the public to know and work with living Rosies. The 

goal is for òthe Rosie legacyó to be a dynamic force in recognizing womenõs 

strengths for people today and in the future. 

        Jessie Jacobs-Frazier, a Rosie 

      and Anne Montagueõs mother 

 

 

The high school student was: 

 Nick Withrow, a Junior at Nitro High School near Charleston, West       

Virginia. He is a great observer. By nature, he encourages people to        

cooperate. 



Rosies and Allied Nations Meet  

Belgium Thanks  

American Rosies,  2009  

Gloria Farmer, a Rosie, Talks to  

Lt. Colonel Martine Diercx  at                           

Shepherd University, Shepherdstown, W.V. 

 

She presented a speech praising the role American 

women played during the war,  entitled: òBelgium 

Gives Thanks to American Rosie the Rivetersó 

Most Rosies never met the people who were our allies during World War II. 

òThanks!ó began to connect American Rosies with Allied Nations in 2009.  

Rosies are now most interested in knowing more.    

A group of Rosiesõ daughters and I went to the Belgian Embassy in Washington D.C. to 

ask Belgium to thank American Rosies the Riveters for their work in factories, on farms 

and for the government that helped Allied Nations to work together to win WWII. 

 

In November of 2009, The Belgian Embassy sent Lieutenant Colonel Martine Diercks, 

a woman in the Belgian Army. We met at Shepherd University, which is an hour drive 

from Washington.  

 

Her speech will go down in history, I believe. People connected to each other and to 

the Rosies. The Superintendent of the Rosie the Riveter World War II National Park 

came. This event gave me confidence to keep working with Allied Nations to educate 

and work with Rosies. 



Britain Thanks  

American Rosies,  2 010  

Garnet Kozielec, a Rosie, talks to Britainõs  

Major Anna James whose speech stressed           

the critical work of English and American  

women during World War II. 

 

West Virginia State University,  Charleston, W.V.  

Over the next year, we worked with Rosies to host the United Kingdom. The     

Embassy sent Major Anna James to represent the United Kingdom. The event was 

held in Charleston, West Virginia, at a historically African-American college that 

has graduated more generals than any other non-military college in America. 

That November day, 15 Rosies came from several states. The President of the 

American Rosie the Riveter Association was honoured and the U.S. Park Service 

sent the superintendent of the Rosie the Riveter World War II Home Front Park. 

The second speaker was born in Britain and was the son of a British Rosie.  For 

music, both a Scottish band and an Appalachian band played Rosie songs.  It      

became a standing-room only event because so many people attended. This 

speech, too, is historic. Some friends of Rosies have even memorized parts of it. 

 

Copies of each speech available on request 

See both these emissaries in the video, 

òWe Pull Together: Rosie the Riveters, Then and Nowó  


